Mass Schedule
LIVE on Facebook & our website
Sunday: 10:15am
Daily Mass - Monday-Saturday 7:30am
Check our website for information
and updates at nativitynj.org

March
2020
May 3,1,2020

315 Prospect Street ♦ Midland Park ♦ NJ ♦ 07432
Parish Website: www.nativitynj.org
Church Office: 201.444.6362 FAX 201.444.5056 Email office@nativitynj.org
Religious Education Office: 201.447.1776 Email religioused@nativitynj.org

Fourth Sunday of Easter 2020

Nativity’s Lenten Penance Service
March 18th, 2020 - 7:00pm

Confession - Reconciliation
Saturdays 4:15 pm in the church, or by appointment.

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-45)
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During this time of pandemic all weekday Masses are at 7:30am
and Sunday Mass is at 10:15am
Time

Mass Intention

Saturday

May 2nd

12:10PM

Howard Peterman

5:00PM

Nancy McNamara
DiPietro
Anna Homer

Mass Requested By
Anonymous
Joan Gross
Fred & Barbara Barbi

Sunday

May 3rd

8:00 Mass

Deceased Members
of Rosary Society

Rosary Society

10:15 Mass

Peter Marks, Sr.

Carmen Marks

12:00 Mass

Angiolina Mastrovita Fr. George

Monday,
May 4th
12:10PM

Marianna Lombardo

Rebecca Carione

Tuesday,
May 5th
12:10PM

Harry Lasher

Ray & Marge Latterner

Wednesday
May 6th
12:10PM

Philip Sheridan

Kieran Cummings

Thursday,
May 7th
12:10PM

Roger Keller

Keller Family

Friday,
May 8th
12:10PM

Thomas Harvey

Marilyn Vanderhoven

Saturday

May 9th

12:10PM

Andrew Ferrone

Fr. George & Fr. Jason

5:00PM

Samuel McPherson

Margaret McPherson
& Family

(20th Anniversary)
Sunday

May 10th - Mother’s Day

8:00 Mass

Elizabeth Scaglione

Salge & Scaglione
Families

9:00 Mass

Jack & Jay Esposito

Esposito Family

10:15 Mass

Deceased members
of the Godoy Family

Godoy Family

12:00 Mass

Robert & Kathleen
Scavone

Scavone Family

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Week of May 3rd

Easter Flower
Collection
In Memory of…

Laura Patterson
Frank J Moore
Robert & Kathleen Scavone
Ryan Daniel Peters
Deceased Members of the
Walter & Judith Fitzgerald
Marilyn Jane Nichols

this time,
Please… pray for each other.
Check on your neighbors

Please remember the sick who have asked for our prayer

Barbara DeSantis & Teresa DeSantis

Pat Birrer, Terry DeSimone, Begonia Ceron
▪▪▪▪▪

By: John & Alice DeSantis

Please remember in your prayers the recently deceased

Andrew Ferrone, Margaret Zeman, Richard
Cavalier, Anne Robbins, Anthony Panariello,
Edward Sequeira, Amelia Tallon, Nick Gismondi,
Anthony Fortunato, Helen Gruber, James Doran,
Rosemary Van Cott, Margaret McPherson,

Mary Ellen Brosnan and Josephine Antonucci
By: Tom and Elin Antonucci

Ida Angelucci and Elvira Bockino
By: Diana Bockino

Winefred Dunning and Mary Stella Kennedy
By: Tom and Brigit Kennedy

A shepherd leads a flock, and a flock follows a shepherd. In today’s Gospel,
Jesus issues a warning to both the sheep and would-be shepherds: Follow
A Word
those who follow the Lord, rather than those who attempt to usurp the Lord.
from the
We have the themes of shepherding and calling throughout today’s readings,
Pastor
and not just in the Gospel. In 1 Peter 2:20-25, Peter writes Christ has laid
down an example for his followers in order for them to cease being led astray
and return to “the shepherd and the guardian of your souls.” In Acts 2, Peter
exhorts those in Jerusalem: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you
and to your children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God will call.”
Jesus brings both of these themes together by noting that the sheep know the sound of the true shepherd’s voice, and will follow him through the mercy of the gatekeeper. The gatekeeper is the Father, and
Jesus is both the gate and the shepherd. The Father has opened up Christ so that the flock may enter into
paradise. Those who try to lead the flock for their own purposes are nothing more than usurpers attempting to steal what rightfully belongs to God, but those with God’s grace can resist and remain in salvation.
The literal and analogical meaning of this analogy isn’t a mystery, of course; Jesus ends up explaining it
to everyone because the Pharisees didn’t understand the lesson. But this isn’t just a warning to the Pharisees, nor is it limited to Jesus’ time. The lesson about listening to the true shepherd applies to the sheep
as well.
Jesus speaks of those who enter into the sheepfold in order to rob and plunder the flock. But these have
no power if the sheep remain in the care of the true shepherd, because they won’t recognize his voice. If,
however, we get distracted by temptations of this world, pretty soon those strangers will start to
sound pretty familiar. The more time we spend with those distractions, the more the call of Jesus becomes the strange one we don’t recognize, and the one from which we run.
Sin is very much like that — a kind of addiction that grows stronger while dulling the senses to our perception of it. Poets might call this a siren’s call (well, bad poets, anyway), but the attachment to sin acts
more like a compulsion that pays off less and less even while the ability to resist it fades more and more.
It pulls us away from ourselves and from our community, wrapping us in either loneliness or pushing us
into relationships with similarly lost sheep. The longer we stray from the flock, the less we recognize the
voice of the shepherd, and the more we respond to those who would rob from God. We begin to believe
that sin is just relative, that eros is the same as agape and caritas, and that pleasure for its own sake validates our choices and is the highest form of human existence.
How do we fight our attachment to sin? I’m hardly an expert, but I find it helps to do lectio divina each
day, along with regular prayer, as well as joining the rest of the flock each Sunday at church. (Never discount the power of community — in either direction.) The daily reading and contemplation of Gospel reminds me of the voice of the True Shepherd, training me to keep my ears pitched to the right voice. With
that regimen, I can recognize sin more clearly and admit it to myself, but it also makes me aware of the
movements within myself that make me vulnerable to sin.
For me, this happens at low moments when isolation and
some form of despair begin working on me. Instead of finding my flock and listening to my shepherd, I wander off into
another flock and listen to those who would steal me from
God — voices that undermine my sense of being a loved
child of God and focuses on all of the ways in which I fall
short.
Well, I do fall short, but that’s why I have to listen for the
True Shepherd’s voice and stay with His flock. This passage
warns that the sheep have to be careful, too, and not just
the would-be shepherds who believe themselves capable of
taking God’s authority. We have the responsibility to discern on which voice we follow, and to whose flock we belong. The more we place our trust in our Shepherd, the less
likely we are to become lost and imprisoned in sin and
death. Jesus calls us to partake in paradise, and we start by
listening to His call — and no other’s. Ed Morrissey (HotAir.com)
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Fourth Sunday of Easter

CATECHETICAL MINISTRY

MAY 3 & 10, 2020

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION K – 8
Re-registration letters will be mailed to all
families presently enrolled. Re-registration may be done by mail.
NEW registration will be taken at the Religious Education Office
once the social distancing measures have been lifted.
To complete registration for our Parish Catechetical Program, a
family:
Must be registered members of the parish
Present a certificate of Baptism for the child/ren and
Registration fee
To ensure that we make adequate provision for all planning to
attend in the summer or fall, we ask that ALL NEW REGISTRATION be completed by July 31st, 2020. Please relay this information to prospective new registrants who might not receive this
bulletin, especially those planning to enroll first graders who
have not been in our kindergarten this year. Thank you!
For our Junior High Students (Gr. 7 – 8) Service Project Forms
are due back at the beginning of next school year.
We are grateful to the catechists, assistants, students, and parents for all they have done to make this year meaningful to so
many.
FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM
Parents: Please continue to take advantage of the “Blessed”
online series. This will be a reinforcement to all the lessons
learned as we await the celebration of their First Holy Communion. The Eucharist is essential to discovering that dream and
having the courage to live out it out.
If you have not picked up your banner materials, please call us
at 201-447-1776 and leave us a message to plan accordingly.
Also, you may drop off the index card with the black & white artwork in the black mailbox by the Religious Ed. Office main
doors.

Week of May 3, 2020
The Sanctuary Light in the Chapel
is burning in memory of

Joseph Keating
By: Joe & Kathleen Daly
The Sanctuary Light in the Church
is burning in memory of

Robert & Jennie Black
By: Judi Plafta
Paschal Candle
Memorial
Deceased Members of the
Casertal Musco Family
By Elisa Musco

Rosella Murgia
By: Louis Murgia

Deceased Members of the
Bruno & Mullady Families
By: Francesca Mullady

James Kevin Sullivan
By: Marlene Nardone

Members of the
Gallagher Family
By: Hugh Gallagher

Memorialize the Paschal
Candle in the name of a
loved one, in thanksgiving, to
honor a special birthday or
CONFIRMATION JOURNEY:
anniversary or other occaThe Confirmation journey the parish youth started back in the fall
sion in your family. This
will continue as soon as all the restrictions are lifted.
year’s Paschal Candle will be
Just a few reminders…
ALL forms are overdue.
used all year long for funerals and baptisms.
There are still forms that have not been returned. Please
give your immediate a en on to this ma er. If
you have any ques ons or concerns, please call
the CCD Oﬃce at 201-447-1776.

Your Name__________________________________
Phone______________________________________
This offering is in memory/honor of:

_______________________________________

The Legion of Mary is a lay
apostolate group devoted to Our
Blessed Mother. and devote
yourself to Mother Mary.

The Church of the Nativity Prayer Chain
is accepting prayer requests. Please call
the rectory with your request.
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Fourth Sunday of Easter

Week of May 3, 2020
The Bread and Wine
in the Church are offered
in memory of

John & Susie Klybus
By:
Anna Brancatella
1. Their wool will grow forever.
Back in 2004, Shrek the Merino sheep hid in a cave for six
years so he wouldn’t have to get sheared. But the time he was
cornered and given his long-overdue haircut on New Zealand
national television, there was enough wool to make 20 mens
suits. In 2015, a sheep named Chris who was found in Canberra, Australia, unloaded 89-pounds of fleece. Unlike wild sheep
or “hair sheep,” (breeds that naturally shed), the wool of domestic breeds like the Merino will just keep growing, according to
Dave Thomas, the now retired head of sheep studies at the
University of Wisconsin, Madison.
On a related
Mnote, one pound of wool can make up to 10
miles of yarn. A sheep, depending on the breed, can produce
between two and 30 pounds of wool a year, so do the math.
2. They have nearly 360 degree vision.
Sheep have rectangular pupils that give them amazing peripheral vision – it’s estimated their field of vision is between 270
and 320 degrees; humans average about 155 degrees –
and depth perception. These are great assets when you’re a
prey animal. It’s like surround sound for the eyes.
3. The upper lip of a sheep has a pronounced groove dividing the left and right side, called a philtrum.
Sheep are very selective grazers, preferring leaves and blades
over stems, and their philtrum helps them get close to the
ground, them an advantage over other ruminants who can’t go
as low.
4. Sheep can’t right themselves if they’re on their back.
Sheep that are heavily pregnant, overweight, or have a heavy
fleece have a very hard time righting themselves if they’ve
somehow fallen onto their backs. There’s even a term for the
situation. They’re called cast sheep. So if you see one in this
position they’re probably stressed and freaking out so find a
farmer and help roll ’em back over. Here’s a video of a cast
sheep getting a helping hand.
5. There are some deep historical ties between sheep and
U.S presidents.
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison all
raised sheep. In fact, Madison was sworn in wearing a coat
spun from his sheep’s wool. Woodrow Wilson kept a flock at the
White House during World War I to keep the grass trimmed as
a cost-cutting measure and to show support for the war effort.

Nativity has expanded its Daily Mass Schedule

We now have Mass
every day LIVE on our website & Facebook at 7:30am
The concept of the Lamb of God
The concept of the Lamb of God fits well within John's "agent Christology", in which sacrifice is made as
an agent of God or servant of God for the sake of eventual victory.
The theme of a sacrificial lamb which rises in victory as
the Resurrected Christ was employed in early Christology. For example in 375 Saint Augustine wrote: "Why a lamb in his passion?
Because he underwent death without being guilty of any iniquity.
Why a lion in his passion? Because in being slain, he slew death.
Why a lamb in his resurrection? Because his innocence is everlasting. Why a lion in his resurrection? Because everlasting also is his
might."
The 11th century Christology of Saint Anselm of Canterbury specifically disassociates the Lamb of God from the Old Testament concept of a scapegoat, which is subjected to punishment for
the sins of others without knowing it or willing it. Anselm emphasized that as Lamb of God, Jesus chose to suffer in Calvary as a
sign of his full obedience to the will of the Father.
John Calvin presented the same Christological view, of "The Lamb
as the agent of God", by arguing that in his trial before Pilate and
while at Herod's Court Jesus could have argued for his innocence,
but instead remained mostly quiet and submitted to crucifixion in
obedience to the Father, for he knew his role as the Lamb of God.
In modern Eastern Orthodox Christology, Sergei Bulgakov argued
that the role of Jesus as the Lamb of God was "pre-eternally" determined by the Father, before the creation of the world, by considering the scenario that it would be necessary to send The Son as an
agent to redeem humanity disgraced by the fall of Adam, and that
this is a sign of His love.
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You can have a loved one fondly
remembered by sponsoring
the Bread and Wine at Mass
in the Church or the Chapel
in memory of them.
Please complete the form and
return it to the Church Office
with your donation of $10
for a Bread & Wine
offering for a week.

(Please check one)

Church Bread & Wine
Chapel Bread & Wine

Week starting, Monday_______________________

Your Name______________________________
Phone___________________________________
This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

________________________________________

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Would you like the Sanctuary Light to burn in
either the Church or the Chapel…
in memory of a loved one
in thanksgiving
 or to honor a special birthday or
anniversary or occasion in your family
The Sanctuary Light offering, in either the
Church or Chapel, is available for one week in
memory/honor of a loved one.
Please complete the form and return it to the
Church Office with your contribution of $10 per
week.
(Please check one)

Church Sanctuary Light
Chapel Sanctuary Light
Week starting, Monday______________________

Your Name_______________________________
Phone___________________________________

This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

Pro Life Corner

Three Strikes & They’re Out!
Throwing Abortion Advocates a Curveball with the Facts
Abortion saves all those unwanted children from being abused.
STRIKE 1: First and foremost: abortion is child abuse. Additionally,
there is no evidence that unwanted pregnancies become unwanted
and abused children. 91% of all abused children were wanted before
birth. 90% of these same youngsters were born within wedlock.
STRIKE 2: There has been over a 1000% increase in child abuse
since the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision which legalized abortionon-demand.8 In fact, parents who have been involved in abortion
are more likely to abuse and neglect their other children.
STRIKE 3: There is no such thing as an unwanted baby. Although
the US government has not comprehensively compiled adoption
statistics since 1992, it is estimated that 5 million American women
have considered adoption, while half a million are waiting to adopt a
child. 83% would accept a mildly disabled child, while 33% said that
they would accept a severely disabled child. International adoptions
doubled in the 1990’s due to the dwindling supply of adoptable children within the US.

_______________________________________

