








August 29, 2021 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit and the blessing of Mary, Stanley Laikowski
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entrusted us by Jesus Chri&Bo out to the world and By: Vincent & Paula Mollica
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show and to share the mandate of Jesus Christ. is burning in memory of
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To complete registrdn for our Parish Catechéal Pro- By: Anna Brancatella & Fr. George
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REGISTRATION be compleSegtember 10, 2021. Pleas@Ware, the Archdlogese of Newark is requiring that all
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Our Religious Educan Program is once again in need objease register online onlyisi ¥ig www.virtus.org.
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even if you are curious about what is involved, please| ¢ 9réat number of them were won for Christ. At the same time he
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Former hostage, Father Maccalli:
Pray for captives held in the Sahel.

Italian Priest Fr. Pierluigi Maccalli, a member
of the Society of African Missions, kidnapped
in Niger (2018 to 2020) by a Malian jihadist
group, has called on the faithful to pray for
those living the drama of kidnapping.

Released last October 2020, after nearly two years in
captivity, Fr Maccalli spoke to Vatican News about the
need to pray for those still in captivity. In particular, he
urges praygrs for Sister Gloria Cecilia Narvaez Argoti, a
Colombian religious of the Congregation of the Francis-
can Sisters of Mary Immaculate. Sr Gloria was kid-
napped from her mission in Karangasso, southern Mali,
on the evening of 7 February 2017.

Thanksgiving pilgrimage to Fatima
“We ask the Lord for the release of Sister Gloria and all
the other hostages,” said Father Maccalli. He recently
undertook a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fat-
ima in Portugal. The pilgrimage was in thanksgiving for
his release from captivity.
Sister Gloria recently sent a message to her brother
courtesy of the International Red Cross: “| send my
warmest greetings to everyone,” she wrote in Spanish.
The note in capital letters confirmed her confinement
and that she was now under the captivity of a different
Jihadist group.
In recent days, Sister Gloria’s situation has been the
focus of a conversation between Father Maccalli
and Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), a Pontifical Foun-
dation that focuses on assisting the Church wherever it
is persecuted, oppressed or in material need.

Prayer is a valuable aid for people of faith
Fr Maccalli told Vatican News that while in captivity, the
biggest challenge he faced was loneliness. He said this
feeling leads one to think that everyone has forgotten
about them. It is essential to make people who have
been kidnapped feel, even when they are released, that

Week of August 30, 2021

The Bread and Wine
in the Church are offered
in memory of

Fred J. Hanratty

 By: sally Mille & Family

they are not alone, he emphasised. For people held
hostage, receiving a picture of their loved ones can fill
up the heart and give them courage in their confine-
ment. “When | was freed,” Father Maccalli recalls, “ saw
the ‘river of prayer’ that accompanied my two years of
captivity.”
He added, “Prayer is certainly something that we can all
do. I firmly believe that, not least because of my own
experience. Prayer is certainly a valuable aid for people
of faith. It is crucial to make hostages feel that they have
not been forgotten even when they come back. You
have the feeling, but | found out that many people had
prayed and hoped for my liberation. | only discovered
this when | came back.

Let us not forget hostages and the suffering of
their families
“Let us not forget all the hostages in the Sahel and in so
many parts of the world. Let us continue to pray, support
and ask for their release. | would like this to be said and
remembered. Let us not forget the suffering of these
people and their families,” responded Fr Maccalli.
According to Fr Maccalli, “Feeling alone is perhaps even
more dramatic than the violence of the kidnapping...
There is a great sense of loneliness and the impossibil-
ity of having anything written. | have also asked all the
people who are involved, who may be leading negotia-
tions, to do everything they can to send a signal, a pho-
tograph. It may be difficult to send a written text because
it will be thrown away. But something neutral, a sign that
says: The family, the world will not forget you. A picture
of your family and friends would be enough. This is a
great help for those who live in a lonely situation,” he
said. Amedeo Lomonaco and Vatican News English Africa Service.



August 29, 2021

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

You can have a loved one fondly
remembered by sponsoring

the Bread and Wine at Mass
in the Church or the Chapel
in memory of them.

Please complete the form and
return it to the Church Office
with your donation of $10

(Please check one)
Q Church Bread & Wine
O Chapel Bread & Wine

Week starting, Monday

Your Name

Phone

This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

The Most Important Lesson of American History

In the modern world, virtually everyone everywhere
condemns slavery. Yet, it is not long ago in our na-
tion’s history that this was not the case and human
beings were deprived of their “inalienable rights” in-
cluding the rights to “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”

This provides the most important lesson of American
history and the continuing battle against contemporary
forms of slavery and exploitation. First, we must op-
pose all forms of modern relativism, which attempt to
establish “no absolutes.” If a practice (such as slav-
ery) is morally wrong, it is wrong and unacceptable
under all conditions in any society. In other words, a
moral evil does not become good simply because so-
ciological or political views might change, or even if it
is the prevailing law at a particular time.

Slavery is just one offence against human dignity. To-
day, abortion is the most heinous and extensive viola-
tion of human rights.

On-Line Giving Program

Q) D GHECTTAL
' THEN CALLS US
TO SHARE

SONLINE!

Online giving also saves the Parish processing costs. If you
are already On board, thanks! If not, getting started is easy
just visit our website
www.churchofthenativitynj.com
and click our Online Giving link.
https://www.myowngiving.com/
Default.aspx?cid=624

When you participate, your gift will be securely transferred
directly into the parish bank account!

Watch Us Online!!

www.nativitynj.org
Facebook
Vimeo.com Coming soon!
Youtube.com Coming soon!

Each and every Daily Mass
And Sunday 10:15AM full of music and singing!

Nativity is now part of...

amazZon

You shop. Amazon gives.

Abortion like slavery refuses to recognize the fact
that a human being is precisely that, a human being
and instead, reduces human beings to “things” or
chattels. The moral of the story is that we must al-
ways vigorously oppose any measure which under-
mines the dignity of any human being and reduces
them to the status of means rather than ends.
This is precisely what abortion-on-demand and the
culture of death does and why it is so vitally im-
portant that we work unceasingly to oppose it!
Pro-Life Articles



