Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5:00pm
Confession available at 4:15pm

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:15am, 12Noon
Daily Mass in the Church
Monday-Saturday, 12:10pm
Sunday 10:15am and 12:10pm Daily Masses
are LIVE on Facebook & our website

March 1,20,
2020
September
2020

315 Prospect Street ♦ Midland Park ♦ NJ ♦ 07432
Parish Website: www.nativitynj.org
Church Office: 201.444.6362 FAX 201.444.5056 Email office@nativitynj.org
Religious Education Office: 201.447.1776 Email religioused@nativitynj.org
Parish Membership
Every family in of our parish is encouraged to register.
Forms are available in the church or at the Church
Office. If you move or change your home address or
email address, kindly notify the Church Office. If you
want to add your cell phone to your family information
contact the Church Office.

Penance/Reconciliation
Next Saturday
First Communions

Religious Education
T«®Ý ÝÃÝãÙ, AÙ«®ÊÝÄ ÙØç®ÙÃÄãÝ
W AÙ GÊ®Ä¦ V®Ùãç½!!
Religious EducaƟon Program for Grades 1-8:
Re-registra on le ers were mailed to all families presently
enrolled. Re-registra on may be done by mail. NEW registra on will be taken at the Religious Educa on Oﬃce.

Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.)
Anyone interested in becoming a Roman Catholic, or
any adult Catholic who has not received all the
Sacraments of Initiation and would like to receive these
Pray the Rosary with us
LIVE each
Friday
3:00PMthe transfer
*This year Cardinal
Tobin
has at
approved
on our website
and
Facebook
of the Ascension
to Sunday,
May
24, 2020.

Saturdays 4:15 pm in the vesting sacristy in the lobby
of the church, or by appointment in the Church Office.

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism takes place at the 12 Noon
Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the
Church Office before the birth of the baby. Baptismal
catechesis is required of all parents. Please call the
Church Office for details. A member of the Baptism
Preparation Ministry will contact the parents prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage
The Common Policy for Marriage for all Dioceses of
the State of New Jersey require notification of marriage
at least ONE YEAR in advance. Please contact one of
the parish priests to set a date.

Anointing
If anyone is ill, homebound,
or in the hospital, please notify
the Church Office.

Our Parish
is
Accessible
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Time

Mass Intention

Saturday

September 19th

12:10PM

Ida Ponti

Patricia Keller

5:00PM

Steven Mulry

Patrick & Janet O’Hagan

Sunday

September 20th

8:00 Mass

Jack Komsa

Phil & Karen Fracassini

10:15 Mass

Nicole Van Lenten

Jim & Deirdre Gallenagh

Michael Hoover

The Kelley Family

12:00 Mass

Grace Kelly

Betty Ann McGill

Monday,
Sept. 21st
12:10PM

Christina Griffin
(Living Intention)

James & Maryann
Griffin

Tuesday,
Sept. 22nd
12:10PM

Jeremy O’Connell

Mr. & Mrs. J. Griffin

Wednesday
Sept. 23rd
12:10PM

Barbara Korpics

The Korpics Family

Thursday,
Sept. 24th
12:10PM

Thomas F. Ginty

Rev. John Ginty

Friday,
Sept. 25th
12:10PM

Kim Wisniewski

Diane Flynn

Saturday

September 26th

10:00AM

First Communions

12:10PM

Armando Torres

1:00PM
5:00PM

Mass Requested By

(Birthday)

Join us and be
one of our weekly
Rosary Prayer Warriors
Call the rectory and
speak with Fr. Jason

Catechetical Sunday 2020

This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday
on September 20, 2020. The 2020 theme is I received
from the Lord what I also handed on to you. Those who
this time,
the Community has designated
to serve as catechists will
be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry. CatPlease…
for opportunity
each other.
echetical
Sunday is pray
a wonderful
to reflect on
the role Check
that each person
plays,
by
virtue
of
Baptism, in
on your neighbors
handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.
Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate
themselves to this mission as a community of faith.

First Communions
Pat Keller

Paul Cantilina
September 27th

8:00 Mass

Romanus Agu

Nativity Church Family

Tyler Feeley

The Stix Family

Margie Tomanelli

The Kelley Family

Grace Kelly

Christine Principe

(Fr. Emmanuel Agu’s Father)

12:00 Mass

Week of

Pray the Rosary LIVE
every Friday at 3:00PM
on our
June 14th
website and Facebook.

Cynthia Torres

Sunday

10:15 Mass

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cooperstown

Fundraising

Please remember the sick who have asked for our prayer

Pat Birrer, Terry DeSimone, Begonia Ceron,
Joseph Rigolio, Pat Keller
▪▪▪▪▪
Please remember in your prayers the recently deceased

Margaret Tomanelli, Hilary Griffin,

MUMS Flower Sale - September 26, 2020
Nativity Chapel Parking Lot
7:30AM - 3:00PM

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
A Word
from the
Pastor

First Reading
Isaiah 55:6-9
God's ways are far beyond the ways of human beings.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 145:2-3,8-9,17-18
God is near to those who call upon him.
Second Reading
Philippians 1:20c-24,27a
Paul tells the Philippians to live for Christ.
Gospel Reading
Matthew 20:1-16
In the parable of the workers in the vineyard,
Jesus teaches about God's generous mercy.
Background on the Gospel Reading
In today's Gospel, Jesus moves from Galilee to teach in Judea where he is sought out by great crowds and
tested by the Pharisees on issues such as marriage and divorce. Jesus also encounters a rich young man
who is unable to accept Jesus' demand that he leave his possessions to follow him. Jesus' response to the
rich young man sounds very much like the conclusion we will find in today's Gospel: the first will be last
and the last will be first.
On the surface, the parable of the workers in the vineyard appears to be an offense to common sense.
Those who work a longer day ought to be paid more than those who work just an hour or two. When
viewed in this way, the landowner seems unfair. That is because we are reading into the parable our own
preconceived notions of how fairness and equality should be quantified.
A close read shows us that the landowner paid on the terms that were negotiated. The landowner, it seems,
has acted completely justly. The parable goes beyond that, however, and we come to see that the landowner is not simply just, he is exceptionally just. He is radically just. He has given those who labored in the
field for a full day their due pay. But he has also given a full-day's wage to those who worked only a single hour. No one is cheated, but a few receive abundantly from
the landowner just as we receive from God more than what is
merely justifiable or due. God, like the landowner, is radically
just and abundantly generous. The workers who complain are
made to look foolish as they lament the fact that landowner has
made all workers equal. Indeed, what more could one ask for than
to be treated as an equal at work or anywhere else?
The parable reminds us that although God owes us nothing, he
offers abundantly and equally. We are occasionally tempted to
think that our own actions deserve more reward, more of God's
abundant mercy, than the actions of others. But God's generosity
cannot be quantified or partitioned into different amounts for different people. When we think that way, we are trying to relate to
God on our terms rather than to accept God's radically different
ways.
www.loyolapress.com
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CHILDREN’S
CATECHETICAL MINISTRY
September 20, 2020
T«®Ý ÝÃÝãÙ, AÙ«®ÊÝÄ ÙØç®ÙÃÄãÝ
W AÙ GÊ®Ä¦ V®Ùãç½!!
Religious EducaƟon Program for Grades 1-8:
Re-registra on le ers were mailed to all families presently
enrolled. Re-registra on may be done by mail. NEW registra on will be taken at the Religious Educa on Oﬃce.

To complete registra on for our Parish Cateche cal Program, a family:
- Must be registered members of the parish
- Present a cer ficate of Bap sm for the child/ren and
- Registra on fee
To ensure that we make adequate provision for all planning
to a end in the summer or fall, we ask that ALL NEW REGISTRATION be completed September 20, 2020. Please relay
this informa on to prospec ve new registrants , especially
those planning to enroll first graders who have not been in
our kindergarten this year.
For our Junior High Students (Gr. 7 – 8) Service Project
Forms are due back at the beginning of the school year.
FIRST COMMUNION 2020 - September 26; 10AM & 1PM
Please call us 201-447-1776 if you need special arrangements to pick up your banner materials.
CONFIRMATION JOURNEY 2020
With great joy we restarted the Confirma on Journey. We
ask your prayerful support for these young people of our
parish community as they seek to deepen their rela onship
with the Lord at this most meaningful me in their lives.
Just a few reminders… ALL forms are overdue. Please give
your immediate a en on to this ma er. If you have any
ques ons or concerns, please call the CCD Oﬃce at 201-4471776.
ATTENTION ALL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS AGE 18 AND OVER
The Church of the Na vity must ensure that children and
youth who worship, study or par cipate in ac vi es sponsored by our parish can do so in the safest and most secure
se ng possible. The Archdiocese of Newark requires all
volunteers who par cipate with minors or can poten ally be
in contact with minors must undergo training related to preven on, iden fica on, response and repor ng sexual abuse.

The Legion of Mary is a lay
apostolate group devoted to
Our Blessed Mother. Let us humbly pray with the Virgin Mary.

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Week of Sept. 21, 2020
The Sanctuary Light in the Chapel
is burning in memory of

Paul Cantilina
By: Fr. George & Fr. Jason
The Sanctuary Light in the Church
is burning in honor of

Pat Sullivan
By: Nativity Knits
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN WORKSHOP
All NEW parish volunteers – in any capacity – must a end
this training workshop and have a criminal background
check done. Workshops are being oﬀered at Na vity and
neighboring parishes throughout Bergen County.
Please register online only visi ng www.virtus.org.
Next workshops at Na vity are scheduled for:
Monday, October 12 @ 7:00 at the McGrath Room
Thursday November 19 @ 7:00 at the McGrath Room
Face masks and social distancing regula ons
will be enforced.
Church Office:
office@nativitynj.org
Fr. George, Pastor
fr.george@nativitynj.org
Fr. Jason, Parochial Vicar
fr.jason@nativitynj.org
Sr. Lois Marie Parente C.S.S.F.,
Financial Affairs
sr.lois@nativitynj.org
Olivia Harrington,
Coordinator of Religious Education
oharrington@nativitynj.org
Religious Education Office
religioused@nativitynj.org

The Church of the Nativity Prayer Chain
is accepting prayer requests. Please call
the rectory with your request.
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Week of September 21, 2020
The Bread and Wine
in the Church are offered
in memory of

Landon Wilson
By: The Kelley Family

A Graced Moment is an occurrence in our lives that
causes us to stop and think about the role we are
called to play in the Kingdom of God. A Graced Moment can come at the birth of a child, or at the death of
a Loved One. For some, their marriage is a Graced
Moment as they decide that they want infinitely more
than a legal agreement, or even a blessing, on their
marriage. They want Jesus Christ as the Centre of
their love. For others, their children’s First Communion
is a Graced Moment as they guide their little ones to
receive the Lord and decide that they now, more than
ever, need to make the Eucharist a priority in their lives
also. For many teens, Confirmation is a Graced Moment as they realise that they need to take their faith
seriouslyM
and commit to Jesus Christ. A Graced Moment can come when a major decision is to be made,
or when a person feels the need to change his or her
lifestyle. The Lord is concerned that we respond to
His call to grace. There is mercy, compassion and
forgiveness for the past. What matters to the Lord is
the present and future. The owner goes back to the
marketplace to hire more workers because there is
work to be done in his vineyard, even if the sun is just
a few hours from setting.
The sad problem is that many people give up on themselves. But, the Lord never gives up on us. Sometimes, we have the view that “it is just too late.” Something we have done in our past is so terrible that God
could never return us to a full share of His love. If this
type of thought has come to the mind of anyone who
reads this, let me tell you with the authority of the Gospel: You are wrong. You are judging by human standards, not by the standards of the Love and Mercy and
Compassion of the Lord. God never gives up. He never gives up on us. We do not have the right to give up
on ourselves.

The Church is

OPEN
10:00AM to 2:00PM
For Personal Prayer and Reflection

Confession is Always Available

“Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him
while he is near;” the Prophet Isaiah tells us in the first
reading. “Take advantage of the graced moments the
Lord provides.” We do not have the right to think that
we know better than the Lord how He should lavish His
goodness, whether that be on others or on us. As Isaiah concludes: “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.”

Hello Nativity Parishioners,
Happy Spring! I know that the current circumstances are not the best, but I
hope you and your family are feeling well and looking forward to better
days. One way to feel better is to get outside for some fresh air and also
to help those in need. I am inviting you to join us in the Nativity Community Garden this season.
Even if you do not have a green thumb or any previous gardening experience, come learn with us, get some exercise, and feel good about helping
others. Last year, as a very small group, we successfully grew tomatoes,
peppers, string beans, zucchini, eggplant and herbs, and donated over a
dozen bags of produce to the local Love Fund.
Families, partners, or individuals are welcome, and the garden makes
working and meeting easy for natural social distancing. Since there is no
early scheduled Parish Spring Clean-Up this year, we are preparing the
garden for the season.
If you are interesting in joining us, or have a way to help us with plants,
mulch,… contact Fr. George, or feel free to contact me directly.
Stay safe and be well! We’d love you to
join us!

The message the Church prepares for us today is simple: Trust in God. His love is greater than our most
profound hope.

Jolie Kurz, Coordinator
Nativity Community Garden
(201-715-4409) jolie104@optonline.net

By Msgr Joseph A. Pellegrino
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You can have a loved one fondly
remembered by sponsoring
the Bread and Wine at Mass
in the Church or the Chapel
in memory of them.

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Would you like the Sanctuary Light to burn in
either the Church or the Chapel…
in memory of a loved one
in thanksgiving
 or to honor a special birthday or
anniversary or occasion in your family

Please complete the form and
return it to the Church Office
with your donation of $10
for a Bread & Wine
offering for a week.

(Please check one)

Church Bread & Wine
Chapel Bread & Wine

Week starting, Monday_______________________

Your Name______________________________
Phone___________________________________
This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

________________________________________

Pro Life Corner
Abortion Violates the Laws of God
We need to review certain facts. First of all, the most
beautiful thing a woman can be is a mother. Only women have the power to populate God’s earth and women
are the ones who nurture and cherish their children.
But, sad to say, the most dangerous place on Earth today
is the womb of a mother. That is because of legalized
abortion – a vicious taking of a life. We need to take the
blinders off our eyes and see the horrendous evil that is
abortion. It is an abomination in God’s eyes.
There is absolutely no government, no law and no man
that can override or veto God’s law.
Get the facts. Do not believe the lies from the abortion
industry. Don’t be fooled into believing it’s just tissue in
the womb. It’s a baby.

Ruth Weber
Davenport Iowa

The Sanctuary Light offering, in either the
Church or Chapel, is available for one week in
memory/honor of a loved one.
Please complete the form and return it to the
Church Office with your contribution of $10 per
week.
(Please check one)

Church Sanctuary Light
Chapel Sanctuary Light
Week starting, Monday______________________

Your Name_______________________________
Phone___________________________________

This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

_______________________________________
REPORTING ABUSE: AN UPDATE
Since 2002, the Archdiocese of Newark has formalized a process of
reporting sexual abuse allegations, in accordance with the USCCB
Charter for the Protection ofChildren and Young People, Essential Norms and
a Memorandum of Understanding between the state prosecutors’
offices and the NJ Dioceses. A year ago, Pope Francis issued an
apostolic letter, Vos estis lux mundi, (You are the light of the world) that
strengthened and formalized the process for holding bishops accountable. As part of the implementation of the letter here in the
United States, a platform was created by an independent, third party
providing a secure, confidential, and professional way to report allegations against living bishops. This service is in place to gather and
relay reports of sexual misconduct involving bishops of the United
States, and reports of their intentional interference in a sexual abuse
investigation. Individuals may make a report online at
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling toll free (800) 276-1562.
If you wish to report any other kind of misconduct by a bishop—or
sexual abuse by a priest, deacon, religious brother or sister, or layperson working for the Church—please contact the Archdiocese of
Newark at (201) 407-3256.
To make a report involving a bishop that pertains to sexual abuse or
related misconduct, visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or call (800) 2761562.

