Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5:00pm
Confession available at 4:15pm

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:15am, 12Noon
Daily Mass in the Church
Monday-Saturday, 12:10pm
Sunday 10:15am and 12:10pm Daily Masses
are LIVE on Facebook & our website

March 1,22,
2020
November
2020

315 Prospect Street ♦ Midland Park ♦ NJ ♦ 07432
Parish Website: www.nativitynj.org
Church Office: 201.444.6362 FAX 201.444.5056 Email office@nativitynj.org
Religious Education Office: 201.447.1776 Email religioused@nativitynj.org
Parish
The Feast of Christ
theMembership
King

We are in need of a proper projector, screen

Riteand
ofcamera
Christian
Initiation
to make
the Mass(R.C.I.A.)
experience more

Anyone interested
in becoming
a Roman
prayerful
and more
devout.Catholic, or
any adult Catholic who has not received all the
We cannot use books any longer due to the pandemic.
Sacraments of Initiation and would like to receive these
Sacraments,
please
contact
the Church
Office.
You sing better
with
the lyrics
projected
on the wall.

Donate Now!!
We need to purchase the proper equipment!
The pandemic may have given a punch
but we are resilient. Your faith is stronger.
Help us to help you have each and every
We Mass
Are OPEN
- 10 AM to 2PM DAILY
full of music and singing!

Religious Education
T«®Ý ÝÃÝãÙ, AÙ«®ÊÝÄ ÙØç®ÙÃÄãÝ
W AÙ GÊ®Ä¦ V®Ùãç½!!
Religious EducaƟon Program for Grades 1-8:
Re-registra on le ers were mailed to all families presently
enrolled. Re-registra on may be done by mail. NEW registra on will be taken at the Religious Educa on Oﬃce.
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9:00am-4:30pm.

Every family in of our parish is encouraged to register.
Forms are available in the church or at the Church
Office. If you move or change your home address or
email address, kindly notify the Church Office. If you
want to add your cell phone to your family information
contact the Church Office.

Penance/Reconciliation
Saturdays 4:15 pm in the vesting sacristy in the lobby
of the church, or by appointment in the Church Office.

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism takes place at the 12 Noon
Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the
Church Office before the birth of the baby. Baptismal
catechesis is required of all parents. Please call the
Church Office for details. A member of the Baptism
Preparation Ministry will contact the parents prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage
The Common Policy for Marriage for all Dioceses of
the State of New Jersey require notification of marriage
at least ONE YEAR in advance. Please contact one of
the parish priests to set a date.

Anointing
Pray the Rosary with us
thistheFeast
LIVE each
Friday
at
3:00PM
*This year Cardinal
Tobin
has On
approved
transferof
on our
website
and
Facebook
of the
to Sunday,
May
24, reign
2020. in our
letAscension
us
allow
Christ
to

If anyone is ill, homebound,
or in the hospital, please notify
Christ
the
King,
the Church
Office.

minds, wills, hearts,

Our Parish
is
Accessible
and
bodies!

November 22, 2020
Time

Mass Intention

Saturday

November 21st

12:10PM

Agnes Long

Mass Requested By
The Donaghy Family

5:00PM

Mary Mollica

Vincent & Paula Mollica

Sunday

November 22nd

8:00 Mass

Patrick Mullery

Michael, Jill
& Stephen Zitman

10:15 Mass

Donald C. Rick

The Pesce Family

12:00 Mass

Kenneth Neumann,
Jr.

The Neumann
& Brennan Families

Monday,
Nov. 23rd
12:10PM

Linda Fadina

Joe & Kathleen Daly

Tuesday,
Nov. 24th
12:10PM

For the prayerful
intentions of
Cynthia Torres

Armando & Neil Torres

Wednesday
Nov. 25th
12:10PM

Aileen Soo

Enrique Giraldo

(Living Intention)

Thanksgiving Day

Thursday,
Nov. 26th
9:00AM

Janice Fracassini

Phil & Karen Fracassini

Friday,
Nov. 27th
12:10PM

Kevin Jones & Mary
Beth Lombardi

Antionette Acampora

Dominick & Cherie
Piegaroi

Joseph Ganguzza

Saturday

November 28th

12:10PM

Mary Beth Lombardi
& Kevin Jones

The Nativity Shepherds

5:00PM

Rita Kahwaty

Vincent & Paula Mollica

Sunday

Christ the King
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November 29th

First Sunday of Advent

8:00 Mass

Fred & Alice
Schrader

10:15 Mass

Matthew & Josephine Frances Gregory Burks
Ferraro
Conception Llano
Enrique Giraldo

12:00 Mass

Bernardo Cuervo

Schrader Family

The Cuervo Family

Please remember the sick who have asked for our prayer

Terry DeSimone, Begonia Ceron, Joseph Rigolio,
Pat Keller, Pattie Hill, Marion LaFemmina,
▪▪▪▪▪
Please remember in your prayers the recently deceased

Vittoro Mollica, Carlo DeMaria, Pat Birrer, Mary
Beth Lombardi, Kevin Jones,

Week of

Pray the Rosary LIVE
every Friday at 3:00PM
on our
June 14th
website and Facebook.
Join us and be
one of our weekly
Rosary Prayer Warriors
Call the rectory and
speak with Fr. Jason

The first Thanksgiving in America
was a Catholic Mass
And it happened 50 years before Plymouth!
Did you know that the first “thanksgiving” meal in the United
States was not celebrated by the Pilgrims in Plymouth, but by
Spanish settlers, in what became Florida? And that first
“Thanksgiving” was Eucharistic!
Historian Dr. Michael Gannon narrates the events that took
place on September 8, 1565.
“When the first Spanish settlers landed in what is now St. Augustine on September 8, 1565, to build a settlement, their first
act was to hold a religious service to thank God for the safe
arrival of the Spanish fleet… After the Mass, Father Francisco
Lopez, the Chaplain of the Spanish ships and the first pastor of
St. Augustine, stipulated that the natives from the Timucua tribe
be fed along with the Spanish settlers, including Don Pedro
Menendez de Aviles, the leader of the expedition. It was the
very first Thanksgiving and the first Thanksgiving meal in the
United States.”
The Spaniards, with food that they brought with them on the
ship, prepared the communal meal. According to records, the
meal would have consisted of salted pork, garbanzo beans,
ship’s bread and red wine.
This account of the first “thanksgiving” reflects what was found
in Father Francisco’s memoirs. In it we read, “the feast day
[was] observed . . . after Mass, ‘the Adelantado [Menendez]
had the Indians fed and dined himself.’”
The feast celebrated by the Spaniards was that of the Blessed
Virgin Mary’s birthday, a day in the Church calendar that follows nine months after the feast of the Immaculate Conception
of Mary on December 8 (which just happens to be the patronal
feast of the United States of America).
The meal “may have also included Caribbean foods that were
probably collected when Menéndez stopped to regroup and
resupply at San Juan Puerto Rico before continuing to Florida… If the Timucua contributed, it would likely have been with
corn, fresh fish, berries, or beans.”
Additionally, before the Mass was celebrated, “Father Francisco López, the fleet chaplain…came ashore ahead of Pedro
Menéndez de Avilés, the leader of the founding expedition, and
then went forward to meet Menéndez holding a cross… Menéndez came on land, knelt and kissed the cross.”
This reminds us the Eucharist is the primary way to offer thanks
on Thanksgiving Day. Let God be a central part of your holiday!

A Word
from the
Pastor

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King (Thirty-Fourth
Sunday in Ordinary Time)
First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17 - God himself will shepherd the people
of Israel.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23:1-2,2-3,5-6 - The Lord is our shepherd.

Second Reading: Corinthians 15:20-26,28 - Because
Christ has been raised from the dead, all those who
have died will also be raised.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 - Jesus teaches
that when the Son of Man comes in glory, he will
judge the nations, separating the sheep from the goats.
Background on the Gospel Reading
Today’s Gospel passage is the conclusion of Jesus’
discourse with his disciples. It is about the end of
time, the coming of the Son of Man, and the final
judgment. We hear this description of the final judgment at the conclusion of our liturgical year, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King. In the context of Matthew’s Gospel, this passage might also be
read as a conclusion of Matthew’s report on Jesus’ life and ministry; the remaining chapters report the
events of Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus describes to his disciples the scene of the judgment of the Son of Man. All the
nations will be assembled before him, and he will separate them as a shepherd separates sheep and goats
upon their return from the pasture. The judgments made by the Son of Man will be based upon the acts of
mercy shown to the least ones—the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the ill, and the imprisoned. Indeed, Jesus, who suffered on the Cross, identifies himself with the least ones.
Recall that last week’s parable of the talents taught us that the gifts that we have been given are intended
to be used for the service of others, especially the least among us. Our judgment before God will be based
not only on how we have used these gifts and talents, but also on how we have extended ourselves in service to these least ones. Indeed, Jesus tells us that whenever we have served these least ones, we have
served Christ himself.
When we read today’s Gospel in the context of the chapters that follow in Matthew’s Gospel, we learn the
extent to which Jesus identifies with the least ones. In accepting death on the cross, Jesus shows himself to
be one of the hungry, the naked, the ill, and the imprisoned. To accept Jesus is to accept him who suffered
and died on the Cross as one of the least ones.
www.loyola.com
Happy Thanksgiving to you all!
This year Thanksgiving is very different. The facts of this pandemic and the recent rise in numbers may leave some of our
older and vulnerable parishioners and neighbors alone and many families that may have traditionally gathered in a larger extended family setting are much smaller this year.
Thanksgiving is not lost!
After speaking with Roger, the owner of Park Wood Deli in Midland Park, and his manager Heather we have placed their
insert in the bulletin this week for SINGLE PERSON Thanksgiving Meals for pickup and delivery! As well, there are smaller family size meals which are also offered.
If you have a neighbor who is of that greatest generation or close, and alone?
Contact Fr. George and we will get that meal to them as a sign of thanksgiving and love.

November 22, 2020
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CHILDREN’S
CATECHETICAL MINISTRY
November 22, 2020
T«®Ý ÝÃÝãÙ, AÙ«®ÊÝÄ ÙØç®ÙÃÄãÝ
W AÙ GÊ®Ä¦ V®Ùãç½!!
Religious EducaƟon Gr. K-6:
Just a reminder…
Please keep up with your work assigned online.
FIRST PENANCE PROGRAM:
This week the young children in our parish will review
Chapters # 1 to # 3.
Our First Gathering for First Reconcilia on will take place
today Sunday November 24th, at 9:00 AM at the Chapel.
With the help of their family, children will be given the
chance to think about experiences they have had of
showing they are sorry through their ac ons; to understand that being sorry for sin may require more than
words. No ma er what we have done to strain our relaonship with God, he will forgive us if we are sorry. We
ask the prayers of the parish community for these children and their families.

Week of November 23, 2020
The Sanctuary Light in the Chapel
is burning in memory of

John & Susie Klybus
By: Fr. George & Anna Brancatella
The Sanctuary Light in the Church
is burning in memory of

Stephen Vanek
By: Ida Vanek

News
Granny Square
Blankets
Gathering over 300 Granny
Squares the Rosary Society
has put them together and
came up with 9 precious
blanket pieces.
With cold weather and
Christmas both on the way, the blankets will be on this
weekend (Nov. 21 & 22) after the Masses.

ADVENT SPECIAL!
FOR ALL HOMESCHOOLED CCD CHILDREN K – 6:
Advent is upon us… a me to celebrate and prepare for
God’s presence – once again.
The First Sunday of Advent, November 29th, children, and
their families will meet at 9:00 AM at the Church for catechesis and prayer followed by the 10:15 Mass. More
informa on will follow.

The Legion of Mary is a lay
apostolate group devoted to
Our Blessed Mother. Let us humbly pray with the Virgin Mary.

The Church of the Nativity Prayer Chain
is accepting prayer requests. Please call

November 22, 2020
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The Feast of Christ the King
On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the
Church celebrates the Solemnity of Christ the
King.
Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his
encyclical Quas Primas ("In the first") to respond
to growing nationalism and secularism. He recognized that these related societal ills would
breed increasing hostility against the Church. His
encyclical reminds the faithful that while governments and philosophies come and go, Christ
reigns as king forever.
The Kingdom is Holistic
The kingdom, already present and growing in
our midst, engages us at every level of our being and reminds us of the principle of discernment which Pope Paul VI applied to true development: it must be directed to 'all men and the
whole man'.
– Pope Francis, Evangelii gaudium, 181
Secularism divides our public selves from our priM
vate selves. When governments limit the rights
of religious ministries, secularists claim that religious freedom is not harmed because we still
have freedom of worship – we are free in private
but not in public. But the kingdom of God calls us
to a whole life of worship and service in the public
square. We cannot worship on Sunday and then
deny Christ's teaching in the way we run our ministries throughout the week.
Nationalism, on the other hand, divides our loyalties. It is good to love one's country, but ultimate
loyalty is due only to Christ and his kingdom. Ideologies that ask us to put our nation above Christ
and his Church are incompatible with service to
the kingdom.
The Kingdom Demands Discipleship
Jesus is the center of creation; and so the attitude demanded of us as true believers is that of
recognizing and accepting in our lives the centrality of Jesus Christ, in our thoughts, in our
words and in our works.
– Homily of Pope Francis, Solemnity of Christ
the King, November 24, 2013
We must work every day, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to draw closer to Jesus. In our own increasingly "post-Christian" society, we cannot be

Week of November 23, 2020
The Bread and Wine
in the Church are offered
in memory of

Mildred Tozzo
By: Marie Long

Church
complacent in our The
spiritual
lives.is To acknowledge
the kingship of ChristOPEN
means that we should dedicate ourselves to prayer, to building up our families
10:00AM
to 2:00PM
and our parish
communities,
and to bringing healFor
Personal
Prayer
and
Reflection
ing to a broken world.
Confession is Always Available
The Kingdom is Humble
Jesus inaugurates
a kingdom that
grows through
humble acts of service. Even as her
freedom to carry
out her ministries is
threatened, the
Church must paHello Nativity
Parishioners,
tiently
continue
to
Happy Spring! I know that the current circumstances are not the best, but I
serve
the
poor,
ed-are feeling well and looking forward to better
hope you and your family
ucate
thewayyoung,
days. One
to feel better is to get outside for some fresh air and also
to help those the
in need.
welcome
mi-I am inviting you to join us in the Nativity Community Gardenvisit
this season.
grant,
the prisoner, heal the sick, bury the
Even if you do not have a green thumb or any previous gardening experidead,
and love others.
ence, come learn with us, get some exercise, and feel good about helping
others.The
Last kingdoms
year, as a veryofsmall
we successfully
grewsustomatoes,
thisgroup,
world
at times are
peppers,
string
beans,
zucchini,
eggplant
and
herbs,
and
donated
over a
tained by arrogance, rivalries and oppression;
dozen bags of produce to the local Love Fund.
the reign of Christ is a 'kingdom of justice, love
Families, partners, or individuals are welcome, and the garden makes
peace.'easy
For
a Christian,
speaking
power
workingand
and meeting
for natural
social distancing.
Since of
there
is no
and strength
means
referring
power of
early scheduled
Parish Spring
Clean-Up
this year,to
wethe
are preparing
the the
gardenCross,
for the season.
and the strength of Jesus' love: a love
If you are
interesting
in joining
us, or have and
a waycomplete,
to help us witheven
plants,
which
remains
steadfast
mulch,… contact Fr. George, or feel free to contact me directly.
when
faced
withlove
rejection,
and it is shown as the
Stay safe
and be
well! We’d
you to join us!
fulfillment of a life expended in the total surrenJolie Kurz,
derCoordinator
of oneself for the benefit of humanity.
Nativity–Community
AngelusGarden
Address of Pope Francis, Solemnity
(201-715-4409) jolie104@optonline.net
of Christ the King, November 22, 2015
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You can have a loved one fondly
remembered by sponsoring
the Bread and Wine at Mass
in the Church or the Chapel
in memory of them.
Please complete the form and
return it to the Church Office
with your donation of $10
for a Bread & Wine
offering for a week.

(Please check one)

Church Bread & Wine
Chapel Bread & Wine

Week starting, Monday_______________________

Your Name______________________________
Phone___________________________________
This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

________________________________________

Pro Life Corner
All Lives Matter
We are so overwhelmed and shocked by all the terrible tragedies we hear about! They are happening
in the United States, in Pakistan or Australia or elsewhere. They are carried out by cowardly terrorists
or mentally disturbed loners or fame seekers. They
attack little, defenseless, innocent children. We’ve
had way too many children slaughtered in the
schools or homes by the murderers.
Then we hear ‘Black lives matter,’ which is true!!
Well, ‘All lives matter.’ The ‘Unborn Babies lives
matter,’ too!
Schools are not the only place where children are
attacked! The most dangerous place for children to
be today is in the womb of their mothers. They are

Would you like the Sanctuary Light to burn in
either the Church or the Chapel…
in memory of a loved one
in thanksgiving
 or to honor a special birthday or
anniversary or occasion in your family
The Sanctuary Light offering, in either the
Church or Chapel, is available for one week in
memory/honor of a loved one.
Please complete the form and return it to the
Church Office with your contribution of $10 per
week.
(Please check one)

Church Sanctuary Light
Chapel Sanctuary Light
Week starting, Monday______________________

Your Name_______________________________
Phone___________________________________

This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

_______________________________________
being killed every single day by the thousands but
that doesn’t reach the news. Have we become so
immune to the plight of the unborn who are being
aborted? They suffer just as surely as do the
school children.
When our government ruled on abortion, they
made a horrible mistake. I feel it’s the duty of our
government to protect all the people. We are the
United States of America and should be a shining
example to the rest
of the world of
how to take care of
our people, young,
old, and the unborn.
God help us all.
Ruth Weber - Davenport Iowa

