Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5:00pm
Confession available at 4:15pm

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:15am, 12Noon
Daily Mass in the Church
Monday-Saturday, 12:10pm
Sunday 10:15am and 12:10pm Daily Masses
are LIVE on Facebook & our website

March25
1,&2020
December
27, 2020

315 Prospect Street ♦ Midland Park ♦ NJ ♦ 07432
Parish Website: www.nativitynj.org
Church Office: 201.444.6362 FAX 201.444.5056 Email office@nativitynj.org
Religious Education Office: 201.447.1776 Email religioused@nativitynj.org
Parish
The Feast of Christ
theMembership
King

We are in need of a proper projector, screen

Third
Sunday
of
Advent
Fourth
Sunday
of Advent
Merry
Christmas!

Riteand
ofcamera
Christian
Initiation
to make
the Mass(R.C.I.A.)
experience more

Anyone interested
in becoming
a Roman
prayerful
and more
devout.Catholic, or
any adult Catholic who has not received all the
We cannot use books any longer due to the pandemic.
Sacraments of Initiation and would like to receive these
Sacraments,
please
contact
the Church
Office.
You sing better
with
the lyrics
projected
on the wall.

Donate Now!!
We need to purchase the proper equipment!
The pandemic may have given a punch
but we are resilient. Your faith is stronger.
Help us to help you have each and every
We Mass
Are OPEN
- 10 AM to 2PM DAILY
full of music and singing!

Religious Education
T
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Religious Educa on Program for Grades 1-8:
Re-registra on le ers were mailed to all families presently
enrolled. Re-registra on may be done by mail. NEW registra on will be taken at the Religious Educa on Oﬃce.
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9:00am-4:30pm.

Every family in of our parish is encouraged to register.
Forms are available in the church or at the Church
Office. If you move or change your home address or
email address, kindly notify the Church Office. If you
want to add your cell phone to your family information
contact the Church Office.

Penance/Reconciliation
Saturdays 4:15 pm in the vesting sacristy in the lobby
of the church, or by appointment in the Church Office.

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism takes place at the 12 Noon
Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the
Church Office before the birth of the baby. Baptismal
catechesis is required of all parents. Please call the
Church Office for details. A member of the Baptism
Preparation Ministry will contact the parents prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage
The Common Policy for Marriage for all Dioceses of
the State of New Jersey require notification of marriage
at least ONE YEAR in advance. Please contact one of
the parish priests to set a date.

Anointing
Pray the Rosary with us
thistheFeast
LIVE each
Friday
at
3:00PM
*This year Cardinal
Tobin
has On
approved
transferof
on our
website
and
Facebook
of the
to Sunday,
May
24, reign
2020. in our
letAscension
us
allow
Christ
to

If anyone is ill, homebound,
or in the hospital, please notify
Christ
the
King,
the Church
Office.

minds, wills, hearts,

Our Parish
is
Accessible
and
bodies!
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Mass Requested By

December 26th
Feast of St. Stephen Protomartyr

12:10PM

Lillian Irizarry

Enrique Giraldo

5:00PM

Paul, Peter & Carin
Cantilina

Jim & Jane Brady and
Family

Sunday

December 27th

Feast of Holy Family

John Polansky

Joseph & Dorothy
Collins

10:15 Mass

Pat Birrer

Ray & Barbara Cantwell

12:00 Mass

‘Baby’ Finn Loughlin Siobhan Donaghy

Monday,
Dec. 28th
12:10PM

Tom Major

Nativity Shepherds

Tuesday,
Dec. 29th
12:10PM

Mary Beth Lombardi
& Kevin Jones

Theresa McLaughlan

8:00 Mass

Wednesday
Dec. 30th
12:10PM

Joe & Kathleen Daly

Thursday, December 31st

New Year’s Eve

Conchita Cusi
Gomez
Christine Dineen

Erlinda Tinoso
& Olivia Bender
The Zitman Family

Friday, January 1st

Mary, Mother of God

8:00AM

Gertrude Moller

Mr. & Mrs. Griffin

10:15AM

Kathleen Nee

The Donaghy Family

Aileen Soo

Enrique Giraldo

5:00PM

(Living Intention)
12:00PM
Saturday
12:10PM

5:00PM
Sunday

Merry Christmas &
Week
June
14th
HappyofNew
Year
from Church of the Nativity

www.nativitynj.org
Please visit our website for more information
and to Live Stream our Masses
Christmas Day
Friday, December 25, 2020
8:00am; 10:15am & 12:00 Noon
and 1:30PM New
Saturday, December 26, 2020
12:10PM – Weekday Mass

(Feast of St. Stephen - Protomartyr)

5:00 pm – Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Tom Major

12:10PM

Merry Christmas/Feast of the Holy Family

January 2nd

Enrique Giraldo

Nicole Van Lenten

Jim & Deirdre Gallenagh

New Year’s Eve
Thursday, December 31, 2020
12:10PM – Weekday Mass
5:00 pm

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God

New Year’s Day
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God

8:00 am, 10:15 am & 12:00 Noon
The Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 Mass

Andrew Ferrone

Joseph & Dorothy
Collins

10:15 Mass

Mary Lanzon

Tom & Barbara Roger

12:00 Mass

Kevin Donaghy

The Donaghy Family

(Living Intention)

8:00 am, 10:15 am & 12:00 Noon

Friday, January 1, 2021

Enrique Giraldo
Vasquez

January 3rd

Sunday, December 29, 2020
Feast of Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Please remember the sick
who have asked for our prayers
Merry Christmas

Sunday, January 3, 2021
The Epiphany of the Lord

Jack Kelley & Bud O’Hagan
spent a couple of days to shore
up the roof of the old garage
before the snows come.
We were unable to start work
on the new garage due to the
forest fires out west this year.
The fires quadrupled the price
of lumber.
We look forward to spring to
start. Thanks to all of you who
donated to the new garage!.
Thanks Jack & Bud!

A Word
from the
Pastor

Merry Christmas!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Church of the Nativity

My Dearest Friends,
We are in the midst of a pandemic with many difficulties, worries, problems, fears and anxieties.
We are not different from each other; we are all feeling this in our own individual way and also as a community. But our strength comes as a community of faith. Things may seem bleak and on the dark side, but there
still remains the Eternal Joy of Christmas and that does not change!
Our Eternal Joy came, born to us in a manger, so that we may be saved; so we may find salvation and hope.
The mist of all this darkness, in the midst of all these difficulties and worries, the anxieties and fears, there remains hope.
Hope can be seen in the hands and gestures that, although don’t clasp together in a handshake, continue to
be offered with our fist pumps, or elbow knocks in greetings. Hope is, although we wear a mask that covers
our smiles, our eyes speak volumes of emotions. Hope is seeing that we haven’t forgotten the elderly, those at
risk, or those who are lacking food and clothing. Hope remains because we see how we are responding to this
darkness of the pandemic. We respond with love, caring and joy.
Join us to celebrate and be part of hope and, rediscover your lives in the Eternal Christmas Joy, Jesus, the
Light of the World. Join us for Mass this weekend and for New Year’s!
For your convenience and social distancing, we have added extra masses. Masks are required.

www.nativitynj.org Please visit our website for more information and to Live Stream our Masses
_________________________________________________________________________________

Living the Liturgy in the Home for Advent and Christmas
Reed Newland, George A. Pflaum, Dayton, Ohio, 1964
(continued from last week)

A third poster might be Out of Israel He Came. It would show richly decorated, colored paper figures of Adam, Abel,
Abraham, Isaac, Isaia, Moses, Elizabeth, Zachary, John the Baptist, Mary and Joseph. The liturgy for the season provides the stories and prayers to go with these names.
A fourth poster for Christmas, He Came, would combine
both modern and traditional Nativity scenes with photographs of contemporary "madonnas" from the mission magazines, and texts from the Christmas Masses.
A fifth poster, Thy Kingdom Come, could celebrate the
Epiphany with pictures recalling many of the earthly kingdoms of the past and present, the Magi, ourselves. One
might also include symbols of Christ and the New Jerusalem, and the quotation: "Behold, I make all things new!" from
the great vision of the new heaven and new earth
(Apocalypse 21:5).
The feasts of the Advent saints also help to teach the lessons of the season. The feast of St. Nicholas, December 6,
is a marvelous opportunity to point out that the reason for Christmas is neither St. Nicholas nor Santa Claus — if we
happen to call him that — but rather God's desire to begin the work of our redemption as a Child born in a stable at
Bethlehem. This lesson can be taught with a simple puppet show (hand puppets are easily made from socks) and
emphasized with special treats. Following the Dutch custom, children might put out their shoes or hang their stockings from the mantel on the vigil of this feast, and, if they have been good, find in them the next morning St. Nicholas
cookies. Children who have been naughty get straw — a gentle reminder that Advent is a time to strive hard to be
very good so that we will be ready for Jesus when He comes. (We can testify from experience in our own family that
straw for a child who has been truly naughty has never done any harm, but rather has proved a salutary lesson.)
(Continued on page 5)
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CHILDREN’S
CATECHETICAL MINISTRY
December 27, 2020
T
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CATECHETICAL MINISTRY
Enjoy the Christmas Season with family and loved ones!
Sunday
Online sessions for grades 1 – 6 will resume on Sunday
January 10th.
FIRST RECONCILIATION PROGRAM
Our Second gathering for First Penance will take place on
Saturday January 9th, at 11:00 A. M. in the Church. All
children in the program and their families are required to
be present for this important me of prayer and catechesis. We ask the prayers of the parish community for
these children and their families.

Christmas & Feast of the Holy Family

Week of December 28, 2020
The Sanctuary Light in the Church
is burning in memory of

Thomas Johnston
By: Mary Johnston
The Sanctuary Light in the Chapel
is burning in memory of

John & Susie Klybus
By: Fr. George & Anna Brancatella

News
From the Rosary Society…

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 2021
Enrollment Forms for the 2021 Confirma on Program
were mailed and need to be returned to the Cateche cal
Center by January 17th, 2021. We ask that you give your
a en on to the return of the informa on.

The Community Thrift Store is open for business
and is accepting clothing and their usual
items.
Please aﬃx #18 to any dona on
Their hours are limited:
Drop offs are Mondays only, 10 AM to 12 Noon.
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN WORKSHOP
Shopping is Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
All NEW parish volunteers – in any capacity – must a end
10 AM to 4 PM.
this training workshop and have a criminal background
They will be closed Wednesday and Friday.
check done. Workshops are being oﬀered at Na vity and
Stephen, traditionally venerated as the protomartyr or
neighboring parishes throughout Bergen County. Please
first martyr of Christianity, was, according to the Acts of
register online only visi ng www.virtus.org.
Next workshops at Na vity are scheduled for:
Thursday, January 7 @ 1:00 PM at the McGrath Room
Friday, January 15 @ 7:00 PM at the Church

the Apostles, a deacon in the early church at Jerusalem who aroused the enmity of members of various
synagogues by his teachings.

Face masks and social distancing regula ons will be enforced.
Also, you may a end a workshop at our neighboring parishes if their dates are be er for your schedule.

The Legion of Mary is a lay
apostolate group devoted to
Our Blessed Mother. Let us humbly pray with the Virgin Mary.

The Church of the Nativity Prayer Chain is accepting prayer requests. Please call the rectory
with your request.

December 25 & 27, 2020
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(Continued from page 3)

December 8 is the feast of the Immaculate Conception,
and a beautiful story to be read in preparation for Our
Lady's feast-day Mass is taken from the book of Judges. Gedeon, chosen by God to save his people from the
Madianites, asked for a sign that the calling was true.
Let the fleece he would put down on the threshing floor
be filled with dew, he asked, and the threshing floor be
dry; and in the morning it was so. Again he asked a
sign. Let the fleece be dry and the threshing floor be
wet; and again it was so (Judges 6:36-40). The Fathers
of the early Church have pointed to this episode as a
type — a prefiguration — of Our Lady's great privilege
as the first one to be born filled with God's life after the
Fall.
Nowhere on the face of the earth was there another
creature whose soul was "full of grace." The Church
Fathers further pointed out that because she accepted
God's will for her, she became an instrument of restoring God's life to all men through her Son. This was foretold in the second episode when all the earth about the
fleece was filled with dew. The great Mass of the Immaculate M
Conception is a thanksgiving in honor of Our
Lady, the human parent of the state of grace — God's
life in us.
St. Lucy (December 13) reminds us that Christ is the
Light of the world because her name comes from the
Latin word for light — lux. The Swedish custom of
choosing a "St. Lucy" from the girls in the family is easily adapted, with "Lucy" serving a special feast day dessert decorated with St. Lucy's lights, and telling the family how well prepared the saint was when it was time to
die a virgin martyr for Christ. Her story is largely legend,
though ancient, but the existence of this great saint
from Syracuse, on Sicily, is beyond a doubt, and her
Mass gives us a beautiful prayer to be read at table or
night prayers.
The feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, December 21,
who said he would not believe that Jesus had risen
from the dead unless he could see Christ, reminds us to
pray for the grace to see the whole significance of
Christmas — beyond the presents and fun and decorations. This feast is to remind us of God's plan to win
men back as His sons, of our own obligation to help Him
with this work now that we are "other Christs," and that every
act and deed must contribute to the peace that Christ wants
to give all men.
Decorations for the Christmas tree, itself a symbol of the tree
of life, can be made from paper or cookie dough, with simple

Christmas/Feast of the Holy Family

Week of December 28, 2020
The Bread and Wine
in the Church are offered
in memory of

Rev. James Fratus
By: Ellen Norris

are the introductory verses
taken fromisthe Divine Office for
The Church
the last seven days before Christmas. They call out to Christ
OPEN
in words of the Old Testament, bidding Him hurry and come.
10:00AM
We can use the
"O" antiphonsto
with2:00PM
our night prayers during
ForofPersonal
Prayer and
Reflection
this last week
Advent. Symbols
for them
might be as folConfession is Always Available
lows:
O Wisdom — a triangle for the Trinity, eternal seat of wisdom.
O Adonai — a flame for the burning bush from which God
spoke to Moses.
O Root of Jesse — a simple flower recalling that Jesus is the
son of David, son of Jesse.
O Key of David — a key, for Christ, the key to salvation.
O Rising Dawn — a sun with flames for Christ, sun of justice.
O King of the Gentiles — a crown to show Christ is king of all
men.
O Emmanuel — a manger, because Emmanuel means Godwith-us.
The symbols may be cut from construction paper (doublethickness for sturdiness), decorated with paint, ink, or glitter,
and hung from the tree by a thread. They will provide a rich
conversation piece during all the Christmas season. The
cookies may be cut from paper patterns in the different
shapes, or the symbols may be painted with vegetable coloring (as above) on round cookies, in which a hole is cut before
baking. After serving as Christmas tree decorations, they are
eventually eaten. And this could recall the spirit of the psalmist when he wrote: "Taste and see how good the Lord
is." (Psalm 33:9).
The week after Christmas is filled with feasts. St. Stephen's
day is December 26, when it is traditional to read his story
from the Acts of the Apostles (Ch. 6 and 7) and give gifts to
the poor. St. John the Evangelist comes December 27.

Have a Great Christmas Season!

December 25 & 27, 2020
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You can have a loved one fondly
remembered by sponsoring
the Bread and Wine at Mass
in the Church or the Chapel
in memory of them.
Please complete the form and
return it to the Church Office
with your donation of $10
for a Bread & Wine
offering for a week.

Time

Mass Intention

Mass Requested By

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve
12:10PM
2:00PM

John Flynn
For the People
of the Parish

Diane Flynn
Nativity Church

Robert & Kathleen
Scavone

The Scavone Family

————–— —————————–———
-——

———————–——————
——

Carin L. Cantilina
Peter A. Cantilina
Paul R. Cantilina

The Cantilina Family

5:30PM

Philip & Elizabeth
Scaglione
—————————
Pam Laughlin

The Salge &
Scaglione Family
——————————
The Laughlin Family

7:00PM

John Carrol

Broncatello Family

10:00PM

Jerry Dobson

Stan & Claire
Laikowski

12
Midnight

John & Susie
Klybus

Anna Brancatella

Your Name______________________________

8:00AM

Phone___________________________________

10:15AM

Deceased
Members of the
Gimmelli Families
Wojciech Zak

This offering is in memory / honor of:

12Noon

Thomas & Vallie
Maskery

Fred & Barbara Barbi

1:30PM

Agnes Long

The Donaghy Family

3:45PM

————–—

(Please check one)

Church Bread & Wine
Chapel Bread & Wine

Week starting, Monday_______________________

Friday, December 25th Christmas Day

(Please circle one)

________________________________________

(Living Intention
for Healing)

Ed & Jean Priestner
Marcin & Agnieszka
Wiecek

Pro Life Corner
The New Year and Doing Our Part to End Abortion
As we look forward to a New Year, may we not forget the plight of
many unborn babies over the past years? It would be a blessed and
wonderful New Year's resolution if we as Christians and as a Parish
would commit to do more for the unborn.
Prayer to End Abortion:
Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life, and for the lives of
all my brothers and sisters.
I know there is nothing that destroys more life than abortion, yet I
rejoice that you have conquered death by the birth, death and Resurrection of Your Son.
I am ready to do my part in ending abortion.
Today I commit myself never to be silent, never to be passive, never
to be forgetful of the unborn.
I commit myself to be more active in the pro-life movement, and never to stop defending precious life until all my brothers and sisters are
protected, and our nation once again becomes a nation with liberty
and justice not just for some, but for all, through Christ our Lord.
Amen!
Pro-Life Articles

Christmas is Here!

